
Manitoba Organic Alliance 
Getting the Most out of every Acre. Weed School for Organic Growers 
 
In this series of webinars, you will learn how to manage some of the most challenging weeds in 
a Prairie organic field crop system. You’ll hear from the scientists who study them and the 
organic farmers who fight them. Register for one, two or five webinars and learn from the 
comfort of your own home during your lunch hour. Each webinar is $10. Save $10 by registering 
for all five for $40. The series will use the Government of Manitoba’s GOTOWEBINAR platform. 
Once you are registered, you will receive an email with instructions on how to participate on the 
day of the event. If you are interested in the content, but cannot attend the live webinar, please 
register anyway and you will receive a link to the recorded webinar following the event. 
 
To register: visit https://manitobaorganicalliance.com/event/weed-webinars 
 
 
November 4, 2020 12:00 – 1:00 PM CT Introduction to Organic Weed Management 
 
Brenda Frick, Ph.D. 
 
Brenda has a Ph.D. from Western University in Plant Sciences and a long history of extension 
work on organic weed control in the Canadian Prairie. She served as Prairie Coordinator for the 
Organic Agriculture Centre of Canada, based at the University of Saskatchewan where she now 
teaches a course on Weed Control in Organic Agriculture. Brenda is the author of Organic 
Farming on the Prairies and co-author of The Organic Field Crop Handbook.  She wrote a 
weekly column on organic agriculture for the Western Producer for many years and more 
recently has worked as a private consultant as a partner in Resilient Solutions Consulting on 
agricultural projects, including the Prairie Organic Grain Initiative. 
 
Alan McKenzie 
  
Alan farms a 4000 ac. cattle and grain farm near Nesbitt, MB on land purchased from his 
grandmother. The farm transitioned to organic starting in 2002 and all crops and livestock have 
been certified since 2011. Alan is experimenting with regenerative principles, incorporating a 
high degree of plant diversity and living roots. Weeds were not a big problem when much of the 
land base was in perennial pastures. As Alan moved away from a perennial system with 
livestock grazing on annual crops on land rotated through a series of cash crops such as hemp, 
mustard, wheat and multi-species cash crops, weeds became a bigger issue. Since then, Alan 
has relied on a mix of cultural and mechanical practices to manage weeds in this system. 
 
 
David Rourke 
 
David, along with his wife Diane, son Don, daughter Dorian and son-in-law John, runs one of 
Manitoba’s largest organic farms, Rourke Farms Organics, near Minto, MB. The Rourke’s 
transitioned to organic from conventional no-till in 2016. David has identified a lofty set of 
objectives for the farm including doubling the speed at which the farm creates soil organic 
matter, quadrupling profit, increasing farm diversity, eliminating the use of fossil fuels and 
increasing the nutrient density of food produced on the farm. Prior to the transition, David 
farmed conventionally while acting as President and CEO of AgQuest. AgQuest, founded in 
1983, is the largest independent agricultural research provider in the Prairies. David has B.Sc. 
and master’s degrees (1981) in agriculture from the University of Manitoba 



Moderator: Will Baily-Elkin 
 
Will completed a B.Sc. in Sustainable Agriculture at Kwantlen Polytechnic University in 
Richmond, British Columbia. He has worked on several mixed vegetable farms and is an IOIA-
trained organic inspector. Currently, Will is a master’s student under the supervision of Dr. 
Martin Entz at the University of Manitoba. His research focuses on organic pea-intercropping. 
 
November 18, 2020 12:00 – 1:00 PM CT Small-Seeded Broadleaf Weeds 
 
Erin Silva, Ph.D.  
 
Dr. Silva is an Associate Professor in the Plant Pathology Department at the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison.  Her research and extension program focuses on sustainable and organic 
cropping systems, including cover crops and cover crop-based no-till production, variety 
selection in organic environments, and the impact of organic management on soil biological and 
physical properties. Erin has launched a comprehensive organic grain training program for 
farmers in the upper Midwest, “OGRAIN”. Erin works closely with organic farmers and industry 
members both in Wisconsin and throught the upper Midwest and serves on the Wisconsin 
Organic Advisory Council.   
 
Jason Peters 
 
Jason is an organic agronomist for Kroeker Farms in Winkler, MB. Since starting with the 
company in 2014, Jason's role has evolved into growing specialty organic grain crops such as 
hemp and edible beans, managing green manures, and providing support for organic potato and 
onion crops. Jason's background includes an Agribusiness degree from the University of 
Manitoba, research work for DuPont Pioneer and significant family farm experience growing up. 
Jason is a member of the Board of Directors of The Manitoba Organic Alliance. 
 
Moderator: Jessica Nicksy 
 
Jessica Nicksy is an M.Sc. student in the Natural Systems Agriculture lab at the University of 
Manitoba. Her research focuses on alternative amendments that close nutrient cycles between 
urban and rural landscapes by diverting nutrients in food and human waste from landfill and the 
environment back onto farms. She comes from Mississauga, ON and completed an 
undergraduate degree in Geological Engineering before working on several organic vegetable 
farms and running her own for two years. Her growing experience spurred her interest in how 
we use, lose, and cycle nutrients in food systems.  
  
 
November 25, 2020 12:00 – 1:00 PM CT Wild Oat 
 
Steve Shirtliffe, Ph.D. 
 
Steve Shirtliffe is a Professor in the Department of Plant Sciences at the University of 
Saskatchewan. His primary area of research is field crop agronomy in which he has been 
conducting field-based research for over 20 years, gaining extensive experience in small plot 
crop agronomy.  His position involves teaching, research and outreach in the areas of agronomy 
and weed control. Dr. Shirtliffe’s past and current research projects have focused on the 
ecology and control of volunteer canola, cereal and pulse and oilseed agronomy, non-herbicidal 
weed control and agronomic applications of unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) or drones. 



 
 
Moderator: Katherine Stanley 
 
Katherine is a Research Associate in the Natural Systems Agriculture Lab at the University of 
Manitoba. She has a master’s degree in Plant Science from the University of Saskatchewan 
where she worked with Steve Shirtliffe on weed management in organic systems. Katherine led 
the 3-year long “Organic agronomist training program” where over 150 Prairie agronomists were 
trained in organic production systems, including use of the “Nutrient management tool” 
developed by UM’s Joanne Thiessen Martens. Katherine has previously worked with the 
Manitoba Organic Alliance as an Extension Specialist. 
 
 
December 2, 2020 12:00 – 1:00 PM CT Green and Yellow Foxtail 
 
Robert Gulden, Ph.D. 
 
Rob Gulden is a Professor at the University of Manitoba in Weed Ecology and Management. He 
received a master’s degree working on nitrogen fixation from the University of Manitoba, a Ph.D. 
focussing on volunteer canola from the University of Saskatchewan and worked as a post-doc in 
corn-soybean systems at the University of Guelph before joining the University of Manitoba in 
2007. Rob’s current research concentrates on weed and crop biology and development of weed 
and crop management strategies that minimize the effect of weeds on crop production while 
reducing the reliance on pesticides. His areas of expertise include agronomy, crop production, 
applied crop and weed ecology, crop-weed-microbe interactions, and biostatistics. 
 
Ian Grossart 
 
Ian runs Howpark Farms with his wife Linda and son Zach. The farm, located in the scenic 
Brandon Hills, has been in Ian’s family since 1879. Ian and Linda transitioned the farm to 
organic in 1999. They have added fencing and watering infrastructure on all fields to facilitate 
the integration of cash crops of wheat, flax and oats with their grass-finished beef operation. All 
fields are cycled through perennial and annual mixes that support grazing, nitrogen fixation and 
numerous other ecosystem functions. 
 
Moderator: Myra Van Die 
 
Myra Van Die recently completed her M.Sc. in the Natural Systems Agriculture Lab at the 
University of Manitoba. Her project focused on the use of annual forages for grass-fed livestock 
production and for crop-livestock integration. Prior to returning to school to study agriculture, 
Myra worked as a water resources engineer at a conservation authority in Ontario. Myra grew 
up on a hobby beef farm in Ontario and has always had a keen interest in the interactions of 
agriculture and natural systems. 
 
 
December 9, 2020 12:00 – 1:00 PM CT Canada Thistle 
 
Patrick Carr, Ph.D. 
 
Dr. Carr is superintendent and Associate Professor of Cropping Systems at the Montana State 
University, Central Agricultural Research Center near Moccasin in the central part of the state. 



Prior to that, he was a research professor at the North Dakota State University, Dickinson 
Research Extension Center in southwestern North Dakota. He directed organic and 
conventional research programs while in North Dakota and does the same thing in Montana. Dr. 
Carr was the first (and only) chair of the Organic Management Systems Division in the American 
Society of Agronomy and, more recently, leader of the Organic Management Systems 
Community within the same professional organization. Dr. Carr was awarded the Organic 
Achievement Award by that community in 2019, and the Friend of the Farmer Award by the 
Northern Plains Sustainable Agriculture Society in 2007. He and several colleagues at Montana 
State University, North Dakota State University, Washington State University, Flathead Valley 
Community College, and the USDA Agricultural Research Center, along with farmer partners 
across three states, are collaborating in an effort to develop effective control strategies for both 
Creeping thistle and Field bindweed in organic systems.   
 
Moderator: Anne Kirk 
 
Anne has a master’s degree in agriculture from the University of Manitoba and joined the 
Manitoba Government as the Cereal Crop Specialist in 2015. Prior to joining the Department, 
Anne was the Participatory Plant Breeding Coordinator in the Natural Systems Agriculture Lab 
at the University of Manitoba. In her work at the U of Manitoba, Anne initiated a farmer-
participatory “Conservation Agriculture” program in Zimbabwe, where she engaged small-holder 
farmers in on-farm innovation. Anne is also an organic farmer and a member of the Board of 
Directors of The Manitoba Organic Alliance. 


